DEC. 27]                   ST JOHN, EVANGELIST

more particular love of Christ, because being chosen by him a virgin, he
always remained such." St Jerom sticks not to call all his other privileges
and graces the recompense of his chastity, especially that which our Lord
did him by recommending in his last moments his virgin mother to the
care of this virgin disciple.1 St Ambrose, St Chrysostom, St Epiphanius,
and other fathers frequently make the same reflection. Christ was pleased
to choose a virgin for his mother, a virgin for his precursor, and a virgin
for his favourite disciple; and his church suffers only those who live
perfectly chaste to serve him in his priesthood, where they daily touch
and offer his virginal flesh on his holy altar. In heaven virgins follow the
spotless Lamb wherever he goes.2 Who then can doubt but purity is the
darling virtue of Jesus ? " who feeds among the lilies " 3 of untarnished
chastity. For " he who loves purity of heart will have the king his friend/'
Another motive of the preference which Jesus gave to this apostle in his
intimacy and predilection, was his perfect innocence and simplicity without
guile in his youth. Virtue in that age has peculiar charms to Christ, and
is always a seed of extraordinary graces and blessings.

The love which Jesus bears is never barren. Of this his sufferings and
death are the strongest proof. As St John had the happiness to be dis-
tinguished by Christ in his holy love, so was he also in its glorious effects.
Though these principally consisted in the treasure of interior graces and
virtues, exterior tokens, helps, and comforts were not wanting. This
appears from the familiarity and intimacy with which his divine Master
favoured him above the rest of the apostles. Christ would have him with
Peter and James privy to his Transfiguration, and to his agony in the
garden; and he showed St John particular instances of kindness and
affection above all the rest. Witness this apostle's lying in our Saviour's
bosom at the last supper; it being then the custom among the Jews often
to lie along upon couches at meals, so that one might lean his head upon
the bosom of him that lay before him: which honour Christ allowed
St John.4 No tongue certainly can express the sweetness and ardour of
the holy love which our saint on that occasion drew from the divine breast
of our Lord, which was the true furnace of pure and holy love. St John
repeats this circumstance several times in his gospel to show its importance
and his grateful remembrance. We discover in the holy scriptures a close
particular friendship between St John and St Peter, which was doubtless
founded in the ardour of their love and zeal for their divine Master. When
St Petei* durst not, as it seems, says St Jerom, propound the question
to our Lord, who it was that should betray him, he by signs desired St John
to do it, whose familiarity with Christ allowed him more easily such a
liberty, and our Lord gave him to understand that Judas was the wretch,
though, at least, except St John, none that were present wsemed to haro
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